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M. Stolypine, who had just come into power and had
not yet had time to master the details of his new duties,
The Russian army, after having been beaten in Man-
churia, had come back to its cantonments precisely at
that period. The reverses which it had suffered pro-
duced the natural effect of diminishing the soldiers5
respect for their officers, and, besides, they had traversed
on their homeward march the vast region of Siberia,
where the revolutionary movement of 1905 had gained
great headway. The majority of the soldiers belonged
to the peasant class, and consequently were especially
accessible to the agitation kept up by the Socialists
in the interest of their agrarian campaign. For these
reasons the Government had grave doubts whethei
the army would adhere to its old spirit of discipline
or would run the risk of being contaminated by the
revolutionary propaganda.
M. Stolypine came out of this first dangerous crisis
with honour. The military revolts were suppressed
without recourse to an excessive severity, and the
facility with which the Government obtained the
mastery was the best evidence that the Russian army,
in spite of all the misfortunes that it had suffered,
remained faithful to its chiefs.
It was on the occasion of the Cronstadt revolt that
I had a chance to observe for the first time the Emperor's
self-control and his power of retaining a calm demeanour
in the face of untoward circumstances. This faculty,
which he possessed to an extraordinary degree, of self-
mastery even in the midst of tragic events, gave rise to
widely varying and sometimes very unjust interpre-
tations. It was regarded as a proof of a sort of innate
insensibility and even an atrophy of moral sense. This,
m fact, is the explanation given by Dr. Dillon in u